In the title compound, C 4 H 5 NO 2 , the non-H atoms are nearly coplanar, with a maximum deviation of 0.030 (1) Å . In the crystal, pairs of molecules are linked by N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into inversion dimers.
Related literature
For the synthesis, see: Ilieva et al. (2012) ; Adib et al. (2010) . For the bioactivity of pyrrolidine-2,5-dione derivatives, see: Obniska et al. (2012) ; Ha et al. (2011) ; Kaminski et al. (2011) . For related structures, see: Khorasani & Fernandes (2012) ; Mayes et al. (2008) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental

Crystal data
Symmetry code: (i) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2010); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009); software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
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Figure 1
The title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are shown as spheres of arbitary radius.
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Figure 2
Plane-to-plane stacking of alternate molecules parallel to the α axis. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Pyrrolidine-2,5-dione
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) (5) C2 0.0215 (7) 0.0171 (7) 0.0248 (8) −0.0011 (6) −0.0004 (6) 0.0020 (6) C1 0.0173 (7) 0.0186 (8) 0.0231 (7) −0.0044 (6) 0.0000 (6) 0.0002 (6) C4 0.0221 (7) 0.0196 (7) 0.0194 (8) 0.0021 (6) −0.0023 (6) −0.0016 (6) C3 0.0301 (8) 0.0167 (7) 0.0222 (8) 0.0015 (7) 0.0003 (7) −0.0012 (6) Geometric parameters (Å, º) 
